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Barbara Coon Leaves Us
By now you are well aware that Barbara Coon 
passed away recently. Her devoted husband, 
George, spoke to us all at the last club 
meeting. George wanted us to wait until he 
could make the announcement himself 
regarding a memorial service.  George 
thanked all the members for the many cards 
and other items that he recently received. He 
informed us that the memorial service in honor
of Barbara will be held on Friday, July 29 at 
11:00 am. The service will take place at the 
First Baptist Church of Charlestown at 
Quonochontaug. The church is located at 
5073 Old Post Road, Charlestown, RI.

Barbara was one of the kindest and most 
joyful persons that our club has ever known. 
She spent many years as the club Sunshine 
Committee (a committee of one as often 
happens). Her smile, like that of many of our 
members, could instantly put you at ease and 
make your day just a little better. And everyone
will forever remember the image of Barbara 
knitting while resting in the shade at an event 
like the upcoming North Stonington 
Agricultural Fair. We will end with a poem that 

Barbara wrote about the car she and George 
shared:

The Antique Car
 A pair of antiques in an antique car
Cruising along having fun so far. 
Hi there, hello there 
From the antique car
You wish you were where we are
just cruising along in the antique car.

What are your favorite Car Photos?
That is often a difficult question. I am referring 
to photos that you took. It would be great to 
see a selection of 3 or 4 photos from several 
of our members. It goes without saying that 
photos of your own car would easily qualify as 
favorites … otherwise, why would you take 
such good care of it?

Here are a few of my favorites. I like each for 
different reasons. Some of them were taken 
over 40 years ago and some are a bit more 
recently.
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That's a picture of my dad standing in front of his 
1955 Chevrolet hardtop convertible (no pillar 
between front door and back window). He had to 
be proud of the car if he stood for a photo. I was 
likely 9-12 years old, at most, when I took this with
an old 126 roll film camera. That would make it 
about 1958. I can't quite read the date on the plate. 
Can you?

Many years later in the 1970's I often attended car 
shows. The following photo shows a Willys coupe, 
maybe a 1940. They, along with the 1940 Ford 
were considered as some of the best looking cars of
the time. Everyone wanted to hot rod them.

I was still looking for an old car when I entered 
college in 1967. That's not what I got though. Dad 
decided that I needed an inexpensive and reliable 

newer car. It turned out to be a 1964 Rambler, 
Weather Eye dash and all. 

The only photo of it that I have was taken when I 
was sent out to inspect a collapsed garden shed that
my employer, Apex Dept. Store, had sold. I was 
loaned a Polaroid instant camera. I needed to test 
the camera, of course, so  I took a photo of my car.

Dad was instrumental in the purchase of my second
car in 1971. He was a Chevy man at that point. If it 
wasn't a Chevy it was just no good (except when he
recommended  I buy the Rambler. By the way, I 
sold that Rambler to a guy who had one of those 
Plymouth Superbirds. The old Rambler V8 was 
pretty tired at that point but he was glad to give me 
$50 for it because his wife was complaining about 
her car, an old convertible with a leaky roof. He 
just wanted something dry.) 

Another photo I really like shows my daughter 
standing in front of a 1948 Mercury. I was 
interested in photographing some details of the grill
and luckily put my daughter in the photo. She is 
now 45 years old and is a licensed psychological 
counselor. Notice the intense stare. I'm glad I took 
that picture!

My first antique old car was a 1947 Mercury 
Station Wagon. The body was almost entirely made
of wood except for the fenders, hood, and bumpers.
I never got very far with restoring the car but I did 
succeed in keeping it around for many years. One 
condition of my marriage (after buying the car) was
that the car came with me and it went in the garage 
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when we bought a house (I rented a garage at the 
time). That was just fine with my wife. She even 
helped me document some features of the car when
I had to sell it many years later. The next photo 
shows her displaying the 4-piece finger jointed 
header that was made by a craftsman from 
Cleveland, Ohio.

Well, I am still into large vehicles like the old 1941 
Buick I drive around. That thing is a monster. A 
visit to a crowded gas station will challenge 
anyone's driving skills. If had to trade it in I think  I
would like to go back to wooden car days as in the 
next photo.

I took this photo many years ago at a meet held 
near the RI Statehouse. This is a 1949 Packard 
Woodie Stationwagon. It would satisfy my respect 

for large size, unique style, and luxury 
appointments. I wonder if I could fit one of these in
my garage?

Event Reminders:
-North Stonington Agricultural Fair, Sunday, July 
17. Arrive by 9:30 am to set up.

-Vermont Antique & Classics Car Show, Aug. 12-
14. See calendar for details.

-Washington County Fair, Wed., Aug. 17. Arrive by
9:00 am. 

-Brookdale Senior Living (South Bay), Fri., Aug. 
19 or 26. Attend next club meeting for update.

-Calabrese Picnic, Sat., Sept. 10, 12 pm. At home 
of Dave & Pat Calabrese. See calendar for details.

Old Orchard Beach, Fri.-Sun., Sept. 16-18. 

Hershey Eastern Fall Meet, Oct. 4-7. Members 
leave on Mon. Oct. 3 & return on Fri. the 7th or Sat.
the 8th.

Member Car of the Month
This 1951 Plymouth Coupe is one really nice car. It
is a true coupe with the extended trunk area. 
Owners Al and Sandy are two of our most 
dedicated members.
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https://www.connorsmotorcar.com/vehicles/579/1949-packard-deluxe
https://www.connorsmotorcar.com/vehicles/579/1949-packard-deluxe
https://hershey.aaca.com/eastern-division-fall-meet/
https://www.newenglandautoshows.com/event/me-old-orchard-beach-car-show/
http://www.wpraaca.com/2021-calabrese-picnic.html
https://www.brookdale.com/en/communities/brookdale-south-bay-ri.html
https://washingtoncountyfair-ri.com/2021-schedule/
https://vtauto.org/vermont-car-shows/antique-classic-car-meet/#:~:text=The%20Vermont%20Auto%20Enthusiasts%20signature%20annual%20event%20is,are%20Friday%20the%2012th%20through%20Sunday%20the%2014th.
https://www.northstoningtonfair.org/copy-of-saturday


 Club Officers                            Volunteers

President: Merrill Moone Newsletter:            Ken Carr
Vice President: Vacant Sunshine:            Camille Carr
Secretary:             Ken Carr Trip Coordinator:    Dave Calabrese
Treasurer: Dave Calabrese Webmaster:            Ken Carr

Meetings:

Executive Meeting, Monday, July 20, 6:30 PM, Westerly Burger King

Club Meeting, Tuesday, July 26, 7:00 PM, Westerly Senior Center. 

1949 Olds Station Wagon
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